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at four o'clock in the morning by the arrival of troops and
the shouts of the men. The Chancellor returned with
them at once to find the city in a ferment; wild and
exaggerated rumours were flying about and blame was
being freely distributed. The Castle officials themselves
were as yet ignorant of details, though it was obvious that,
in spite of the Viceroy's urgent representations to General
Fox, effective precautions had not been taken in time.
Early on Sunday morning Lord Hardwicke arrived at
the Castle to consult the Chancellor.   A meeting of the
Privy Council was called and sat till a late hour at night.
A Proclamation was issued, offering a reward of a thousand
pounds for the murderers of Lord  Kilwarden and his
nephew, and there was much discussion on the advisability
of proclaiming martial law throughout the country. The
Viceroy and the Chancellor, supported by the Attorney-
General and the Archbishop of Dublin, were averse to
strong measures and they persuaded the Council to post-
pone a decision till the following day, when more definite
information  might be  forthcoming.    Lord  Redesdale
pointed out the absence of proof that a treasonable con-
spiracy existed in the country, the alarm severe measures
would create in England and the inconvenience of suspend-
ing the circuit.   The Lord Mayor and Magistrates also
met and drew up and distributed a notice reinforcing the
Insurrection Act, which made it penal for any citizen not
on military duty to be out after eight o'clock in the even-
ing. During the day over a hundred prisoners were taken
and an active search was carried out through the city,
when it was discovered that the principal depot of arms
was in Bridgefoot Street. The military found two maga-
zines, a large quantity of pikes, machines for making
gunpowder, materials for tents, wooden boxes, ten feet
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